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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREATER CLEVELAND
FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, May 19, 2018

AGENDA:
Call to Order
Welcome
Appointments
Credentials Report
Adoption of Meeting Rules
Adoption of Annual Meeting Agenda
Recognition of members who led special projects this year
Recognition of the 2017-2018 Board of Directors and Chapter Chairs
Recognition of Lifetime Members
Recognition of New Members
Adoption of the 2018-2019 Program
Presentation & Adoption of the 2018-2019 Budget
Presentation & Adoption of Amendments to Bylaws
Nominating Committee Report
Election of Officers and Directors for 2018-2019
Election of Nominating Committee for 2019
Introduction of the 2018-2019 Board of Directors and Chapter Chairs
Directions to the New Board
Co-Presidents’ Remarks

Adjournment



LWY of Greater Cleveland Board of Directors and LWY of Greater Cleveland
Education Fund Board of Trustees, 2017-2018

Officers:
Co-Presidents
Marcia Goldberg and Susan Murnane

Vice President
Audrey Morris

Treasurer
Meryl Simon

Secretary
Nancy Dietrich

Voter Service Chair
Penny Jeffrey and Patricia Carter

Directors:
Advocacy
Becky Thomas

Assistant Treasurer
Joanne Siegla

Audit
Janet Kershaw

Chapter Liaison
Roz Peters

Funding and Development, Investment Committee Chair
Pat Moyer

Membership
Lisa Cech

Membership/Leadership Development
Susan Troia

Outreach
Jane Blackie

Program
Michael Baron



LWYV of Greater Cleveland Chapter Chairs 2017-18

Bay Village
Claire Banasiak

Cleveland
Leigh Tucker

Cleveland Heights- University Heights
Maryann Barnes

East Cleveland
Phyllis Banks Cook
Patricia Carter

Fairview Park
Nikki Salupo

Hillcrest
Roz Peters
Jean Gianelos

Lakewood
Lori Thorrat
Janis Ford

Rocky River
Judith Weiss

Shaker Heights
Lynn McClelland
Holly Wang

Westlake/N. Olmsted
Jean Seasholtz
Carole Koscielny



League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland
4™ Annual Meeting, May 19, 2018
RULES OF THE MEETING
Quorum and voting

1. Members who hee paid dues as of April 5, 2018l be eligible to vote The
Board of Directors will be the sole judge of whetheanembers qualified to
vote

2. Ten percent of eligible voting membensd 50 percent representation of chapters
will constitute a quorumAbsentee or proxy voting will not be permitted

Appointmentthe Chair will appoint:
3. A Credentials Committee eterminehenumber of votingnembers present

4. A Minutes Review Committee to read and cortee minutes of the Annual
Meeting. TheBoard of Directorshall approve the reviewed and corrected
minutes.

5. An Elections Committee to serve as election tellers, if rsacgs

6. A Budget Committee to review the budget and changes made by the membership,
if necessary.

7. A Parliamentarian to be the authority on procedure.
Agenda:
8. The Chair may change the order of business.

9. All motionsmust be put in writing and given to the Sident and the Secretary
before action on them is considered. (Motions forms will be provided)

10.0nly LWV of Greater Clevelanthembers may participate in discussion and vote.
A norrmember wishing to speak shall ask permission of the Chair, and if there is
no objection from the assembly, the Aorember may speak.

11. A member wishing the floor shaikeand move ta designated locaticemd
address the Chair. After being recognized, the member shall give her name and
chapter.

Parliamentary Authority:

In cases at covered by these specified meeting rules, the LWVGC Bylaws and
the most recent edition of RobertsO Rules of Order shall gbegpnocedures of
this meeting.



League of Women Voters ofsreater Cleveland
Proposed 2018019Local Program

GOVERNMENT
Regionalism: Intergovernmental cooperation and regional tasbase revenue sharing (2009)
LWVGC supports:

Voluntary intergovernmental, collaborative agreements whichoedosts, foster
transparency and accountability, improve efficiencies, and maintain service standards

Regional taxbase revenue sharing as a constructive form of intergovernmental cooperation
for the mutual benefit of participating communities.

County government (1979)
LWVGC supports a structure of county government that would include:

A single county executive and a responsible representative legislative body;
Adequate financing for county services and capital improvement;
Provision of urban servicdsy that level of government that can be most effective.

Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Special Districts (2007)

LWVGC supports measures to promote the accountability, accessibility, visibility, citizen
participation in, and coordination of all boar@.e., authorities, boards, commissions, and special
districts) connected to Cuyahoga County governance.

Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority (CCCPA)(2007)
LWVGC believes that:

CCCPA should be required by its local Rules and Regulations to prgpasefor future
developments and conduct public hearings to gather comments on these plans;

CCCPA should be required to present a budget that clearly demonstrates how tax levy funds
are being spent;

CCCPA proposed capital projects funded by tax revesbeuld include: purpose, needs,

and plans; demonstration of market demand and public consensus; cost effectiveness,
including a projected Return on Investment (ROI); and overall community impact, including
economic and environmental factors;

CCCPA capial projects should have a separate section in the operating budget.

The Northeast Ohio Development Fund LLC (NEODF), created by the CCCPA under the New
Market Tax Credit (NMTC) program of the federal government, should:

Have a board appointed by electdticials, such as mayors and the county executive
Publicly disclose criteria used to select projects

Give public notice of chosen projects before final acceptance

Invite public comment on proposed projects

Address possible conflict of interest issue®N&ODF staff and board.



(CCCPA positions continued)
LWVGC believes that:

In order to address the disparity of representation on the CCCPA Board, equal numbers of
board members should be appointed by the Mayor of Cleveland and the Cuyahoga County
Executve, with a final member named by joint agreement.

Public officials who appoint board members should:

Require a disclosure statement of each CCCPA Board candidate and member
Conduct periodic reviews of board membersO compliance with legal requirements

Any CCCPA levies should be limited to a duration of not more than five years.

Ethics in government (2012)
LWVGC supports a government ethics policy that:

Applies broadly to elected and appointed officials, employees, members and employees of
boards ang@ommissions, contractors, vendors, and lobbyists;

Prohibits conflicts of interest, use of position for personal gain, corruption in the awarding of
contracts, nepotism, and favoritism;

Fosters transparency through financial disclosure by key electeappoohted officials,
contractor and lobbyist registries, and online public posting of disclosures and registries;

Disciplines those who falsely file or fail to file required disclosures or who fail to report
wrongdoing;

Instills individual commitment tlough ongoing training and education, signed compliance
statements, and Oplain speakO publication of the ethics policy;

Encourages ethical conduct among covered persons through obligatory reporting of possible
violations and protections against retaliation

Contains a complaint process, which honors privacy and anonymity and which protects from
retaliation and unfounded charges;

LWVGC supports an ethics policy that has an effective enforcement mechanism that is:

Independent of political pressure;

Both reactive and investigatory;

Authorized by the strongest process permissible by law: charter, ordinance, resolution, or
administrative rules;

Protective of due process rights for the accused;

Explicit in its range of penalties.

LWVGC supports ethics enfeement by a single entity, preferably an independent ethics board,
with guaranteed funding and qualified professional legal staff.
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Administration of Justice in Cuyahoga County (1971, 1973, 2003)

LWVGC supports comprehensive planning, improved bail systehabilitation of offenders,
alternative handling of some GviotimO crimes, improved poli@®mmunity relations, uniform
code of training and conduct, and adequate financing.

Charter Review*

LWVGC supports:
Periodic review of city charter or otheo\gerning documents Citizen participation in the charter
review process

Taxation*

LWVGC supports:

Taxes that are fair and equitable

Taxes that provide adequate resources for government programs

Taxes that are understandable to the taxpayer and encoaragkatice Taxes that are easy to
administer

Continual evaluation of governmental tax resources and allocation

Planning & Transportation (1972, 1999)* revised 2017

LWVGC supports:

Collaborative planning by local, county, regional, state, and federalrgoeets

and agencies in order to achieve policies on transportation, tax structures, and allocations that
promote the common good and will encourage a sustainable balance among urban areas,
farmland and open spaces

Community planning programs for municijes, that specifically emphasizand use,
development and revitalization of aging areas, and mass transit as a public service

Comprehensive lorgange planning programs with periodic updates Citizen participation in the
planning process

Acquisition, cevelopment, and maintenance of green space andibaireas within
municipalities

Publicly controlled transit facilities with operating costs subsidized, to meet the transit needs of
all residents of Cuyahoga County, including the special transit méeésior citizens and
handicapped persons



SOCIAL POLICY
Primary and Secondary Education*
LWVGC supports:

Quiality, integrated public education

Sufficient funding for quality public education

Continued monitoring of educational facilities, allooatof resources, programs, and
educational methods

Citizen input in longrange planning of finances, facilities, staffing, and educational methods

Cuyahoga Community College (1962, 1964, 1979, 1999)

LWVGC supports Cuyahoga Community College as theytaar higher education institution in

the county that provides accessible and affordable educational programs and services that meet
the needs of the countyOs population.

Public Libraries*

LWVGC supports:

The best possible public library services thateafthe needs of the community Continuing
evaluation of financing and future development

Cooperation between public libraries and school libraries

Health services (1973, 1983, 1984, 1997)
LWVGC supports:

A health care delivery system that provides adégjhealth care to all residents of Cuyahoga
County, and effective comprehensive health planning by bodies representative of consumer
interests as well as health professionals;

Continued evaluation of health care services for all in Cuyahoga Countypaniitular
attention to financing, delivery distribution, and availability;

Continuation of health services to the medically indigent.

Housing*
LWVGC supports:

Enforcement of local housing codes to protect the health and safety of citizens
Mandatoryinspections including but not limited to: routine inspection of every dwelling,
inspection of all rental buildings,-aspection at specific intervals, poiot-sale inspection,

and adequate staffing and training of impartial housing/building inspectors

Access for limiteeincome owners to information about assistance in the correction of code
violations

Housing that meets the varying needs of residents, including assistance programs for those of
limited income

An adequately funded and efficient housaaogirt
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Diversity*
LWVGC supports measures that engage diverse communities and promote understanding and
civic responsibility.

Public Recreation and Land Use (1979)* revised 2017
LWVGC supports:

Coordinated public recreation programs involving fedesttake, county, municipalities and
school districts that will:

Provide recreation to all ages and abilities

Focus on needs of the community served

Maintain a balance of recreational facilities and publmiyned open spaces
Involve citizens in th@lanning process

Develop and preserve the Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) and the Cleveland
Lakefront Nature Preserve

Show evidence of transparency and continual evaluation of programming, facilities and
financing

NATURAL RESOURCES
Natural resources / EnvironmentbLake Erie (1966, 1999) Revised 2017

LWVGC supports the restoration and preservation of Lake Erie and its tributaries as presented in
the positions of the LWV Lake Erie Basin Committee (a rraikie collaboration) regarding:

Water resarces and water quality (1967)

Phosphate detergent ban (1969)

Drilling for gas and/or oil in Lake Erie (1969)
Interbasin transfer of water (1985, 1986)

Power plants and radioactive waste (1990)
Concentrated animal feeding operations (2007, 2011)

*Thesepositions were originally adopted by one or more chapters prior to the merger of the
LWVGC. The LWVGC voted on May 30, 2015 to approve these as positions of the LWVGC as a
whole. The histories of these positions are currently unavailable.

Several chapterBave positions not held by all chapters or the LWVGC as a whole.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREATER CLEVELAND
FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, May 19, 2018

Treasurer’s Report

A financial review was done by LWVGC member Janet Kershaw. The following report was sent
to LWVGC co-presidents on 10/20/2017.

“I have completed a review of the financial records of LWVGC and LWVGCEEF for the fiscal
year 7/1/2016-6/30/2017. 1 reviewed monthly bank statements, treasurer reports, deposits and

disbursements and found no errors or reasons for concern.

The switch to Ouickbooks was a good decision. All reports are very detailed and Meryl's setup of
the accounts is well organized and easy to review.”

Meryl Simon
Treasurer

12
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREATER CLEVELAND
FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, May 19, 2018

This yearOs 5gear member is Lakewood Chapter member Helen Brinich:
Helen Brinich said this:

Q joined the LeaguB0 years ago when | was a s&@yhome mother. | wanted to broaden my
horizons and téeel that | was doing a little bit to make my courdrietter place to live. | wasn't
disappointed. | continued to learhoa during all my years as a League member. The studies we
undertook were alwayisteresting and addressed real probldiris.an effective grassroots
organizationlt does its own resear@nd takes positions after its members reach a consdnsus.
has earned the respect of concerned citizens. Its voter services and educatiectal laoe

made the United States a better country. There has never been more of a need for it an now.

Helen is too modesErom londgime members otie Lakewood Chapter | have learned that she
observed_akewood City Councifor many years androte engagingperceptive reportsA

lifelong scholamwith supeb research and writing skillshe was minvaluable contributor to

many studiesind a prodigious writer of passionate Plain Delelieers to the editoMWe are

deeply grateful to this intelligemind caring person and congratulate her for her years of service
to the League.

Here are our other 5¢ear members:
Joan Bush

Anda Cook

Elva Edger

Lesley Hahn

Gale Jacobsohn
Jim Jacobsohn
Alice Lundskow
Lynda Mayer
Claire Moore
Janice Patterson
Beryl Peck
Barbara Reitz
Jean Robejsak
Carolyn Sugiuchi
Roslyn Talerico
Mary Warren
Betty Weiss
Barbara Williams
Kathy Woodbridge
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2018 Nominating Committee Report to the Board

The Nominating Committemet on February 17. (Nikki Salupo was excused due to a family
commitment, but she has reviewed this repdftg respectfully submit this slate of nominees
for inclusion in the annual meeting packet:

position nominee
co-President Susan Murnanel(year to fill Audrey's second year as P
co-President Audrey Morris (2 years)
VP Lori Thorrat (2 years)
Treasurer Janet Kershay2 years)
Voter Service Patricia Carte(2 years)
Membership Lisa Cech(2 years)
Funding & Development| Catherine Ryan (gears)
NomCom Chair Marcia Goldberg
off-Board #1 Catherine LaCroix
off-Board #2 Cindy Maix
off-Board #3 Nikki Salupo

2018 LWVGC Nominating Committee
Patricia Carter

Lisa Cech

Carol Gibson

Roz Peters

Nikki Salupo

Holly Wang

Conda Boyd (Chair)
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LWVGC Year in Review

Most of our work this year has focused on our statewide redistricting effort. At last year’s annual
meeting and throughout the rest of 2017, we distributed petitions to League members and many
non-members. They collected thousands of signatures in Cuyahoga County and the counties
surrounding ours. Our efforts were energetically led by Catherine LaCroix, Susanne Dean Dyke,
and Heather Macalla, and our volunteers reached into the hundreds.

We helped our work by hosting a successful Fair Districts fundraiser at Susan and Mark
Hollingsworth’s lovely Shaker Heights home, thanks to many, including Dori Katz. We
promoted our petition drive using social media, thanks to Michael Baron, Penny Jeffrey, and
Audrey Morris. We sent out updates and information via our own eNews, thanks to Catherine
LaCroix, Jane Blackie, and Becky Thomas, and kept our website up to date, thanks to Jane,
Conda Boyd, Audrey Morris, and Maryann Barnes. We spread the news far and wide thanks to
Susan Murnane’s guest appearance on WCPN’s Sound of Ideas; a forum organized by Michael
Baron; an op-ed in the Plain Dealer and on Cleveland.com; and lobbying at the statehouse with
hundreds of others from across Ohio. Ohio. Our efforts paid off with the Feb. 6 compromise that
put Issue 1 on the May 8 ballot—and we are thrilled that the issue passed with overwhelming
support from all over the state.

Issue 1 caused us to redouble our efforts to end gerrymandering in Ohio once and for all this
election cycle. Because we could not know whether Issue 1 would pass, we continued to collect
signatures even as we passed out literature in support of Issue 1. We organized a speakers’
bureau on both the east and west sides of town, created and distributed lawn signs, organized call
centers and postcard parties, and redoubled our social media efforts. In cooperation with the
Plain Dealer, we brought Dave Daley back for a forum on Issue 1 and we encouraged the City
Club of Cleveland to host a public policy forum on the issue. Then Susan Murnane did a guest
editorial on Channel 19 TV and appeared on The People, The Issues, The Community on
Newstalk Radio 1490 AM. And the League of Women Voters of the United States has honored
LWYV Ohio’s work on redistricting as one of three nominees for its Strengthening Democracy
award. The winner will be announced at the national convention this summer.

Now that Issue 1 has passed, we are taking a short breather before we decide on our next big
project. (Give us your suggestions!)

What else did we do this year?

*  Weused Vote411.org, the League’s national online voters guide, to load candidates and
issues that appeared on the November 2017 and May 2018 ballots. The program involves
sending candidates emails that include questions relevant to their constituents. Some
candidates ignore us, but as the guide becomes better known, we are sure more
candidates will respond. Thank you to Siobhan Leftwich and BJ Bradley for all their time
and effort with this project. To help publicize the guide last fall, Marcia Goldberg
appeared on WVIZ’s Ideas news program.



We held candidate forums last fall in several communities in the county, including the
city of Cleveland. And in April we held a two-party primary candidate forum for
Congressional District 16.

We helped host numerous forums on other topics, thanks to Michael Baron. The topics
included everything from infant mortality and health care to transportation and fracking.
We registered voters all over the county before the fall election, including at downtown
locations. In the spring, we received an LWVUS grant to help us register young voters.
Audrey Morris, Patricia Carter, and Penny Jeffrey, with the help of many other Leaguers,
registered voters at high schools all over the county. We also registered voters (and
collected petition signatures) at the Woman’s March in January and at the March for Our
Lives (against gun violence) in March.

We updated our pamphlet “Be a Voter.”

A group of us completed work on “Here’s Cuyahoga County,” our new guide to public
agencies in the county. This took two years of research, writing, and editing. The team
included many LWVGC members; the editors were Maggie Jorgensen, Nancy Dietrich,
Marcia Goldberg, and Lynda Mayer. The PDF, with links, is posted on our website.

We started prep work on our 2020 celebration of the centennial of both women’s right to
vote and the founding of the League of Women Voters. We’ll need lots of help!

We observed nearly every County Council meeting and posted observer reports on our
website. The observers are organized and guided by Lynda Mayer, who is also one of the
observers we are sending to the ongoing meetings of the Charter Review Commission.
We were represented at Cleveland Community Police Commission (CCPC) meetings by
Claire Banasiak, who observed meetings where recommendations on policies and
practices related to community and problem-oriented policing, bias-free policing, and
police transparency were discussed. Claire’s reports on the meetings were posted on our
website. The CCPC is a national innovation established by the 2014 settlement of the
U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights lawsuit against the Cleveland Police
Department. The CPCC is charged with implementing the consent decree by making
recommendations on police policies and practices and creating channels of
communication between the city, the police, and the community. Other Leaguers who
observed the CCPC’s meetings were Patricia Carter and Penny Jeffrey.

The LWVGC shared its expertise, exchanged ideas, and provided presentations about our
work at the Cleveland Council on World Affairs for the State Department’s International
Visitors Program. Lynda Mayer and Audrey Morris spoke with visitors from the
Southern and Central Asian countries of Afghanistan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan,
and Sri Lanka, where we outlined the role and structure of ethics in government,
specifically focusing on the 2009 Cuyahoga County corruption scandal that led to a
reformed county government structure. We reprised this with a group of financial and
legal government officials from Iraq, addressing their concerns about ethical leadership,
transparency, and accountability, and recounted the governmental reforms that took place
following the arrests of Jimmy Dimora and Frank Russo on charges of corruption and
racketeering.

We participated in International Women’s Day at the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar
Association, where Susan Murnane moderated a forum titled Make It aGood Run:
Preparing for a PoliticalCampaignwhich focused on the challenges women face when
running for elective office, and how to surmount actual and perceived obstacles when
initiating a political campaign.



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREATER CLEVELAND
FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, May 19, 2018

LWVGC bCongressional Redistricting Reform
Report by Catherine LaCroix

In early 2017, the LWVGC began planning to participate in a statewide petition drive for
congressional redistricting reform. The drive would begin as soon as the Ohio Secretary of State
approved the Fair Districts proposal as a ballot initiative. Taske &s follows: (13eek

volunteers; (2) identify and set up locations for volunteers to pick up and drop off petitions; (3)
schedule training sessions for voluntggignature gatherers and staging location stéf))

prepare and print materials forluateers, including various forms of guidance materials, flyers

to educate voters, and petitions; (5) set up a mechanism to track petitions, each of which needed
to be labeled with a unique serial number; (6) set up a way to communicate with volunteers, to
guide them to fruitful locations and events for signature gathénagised an online calendar

and weekly email updates, as well as Facebook gro{if)drepare online ways for volunteers

to sign up to attend particular events or locati@ignup Genig) and (8) promote the campaign

by speaking to local groupSocial media efforts included Facebook and Twilfée. sought to

network with other local groups to increase our coverage of the Cleveland area.

The petition drive was launched in late May 204ith the first petitions arriving for League use
on June 2.Many petitions were distributed at the Annual Meeting, and we used Constant
Contact to solicit volunteers.

Signature collection continued throughout 2@hd into 2018.We established a chain of
petition pickup and droepff locations spanning the Greater Cleveland ,zaied developed
relationships with other local activist groups who came to rely on LWV resoiveekad a
significant petition signaturgathering effort at the polls on Electiompin November 2017.
Ultimately our over 750 volunteers collected o¢2r000 signature©ur November 2017
fundraiser netted over $11,000 for Fair Districts.

When Issue 1 was added to the ballot in February 2018, we changed our tactics to focus on
developing support for Issue 1. Initially we also focused on gathering petition signatures. The
Issue 1 campaign included more networking with other activists and community gefiags,

to seek endorsements of Issusfdgaking to groups about Issuedntinued publicity efforts

(letter to the editor, use of Facebook and Twits) continuing to attend large events to
promote Issue 1 (e.g. parades and festivalg) called all 750 volunteers to thank them and
suggest opportunities for continued engaget.We purchased (or acquired from Columbus)
and distributed 2,000 yard sigasd 45,000 flyers for Issue The effort culminated in signup

for volunteers on Election Day.

Many LWVGC membersvere essentiabtthis effort andy listing some we by no @ans intend
to slight the significant efforts of otheiSpecial thanks to Sue Dean Dyke, Heather Macalla,
Michael Baron, Maryann Barnes, Claire Banaskadricia CarterJanis FordPenny Jeffrey,
Siobhan LeftwichAudrey Morris,Susan Murnand,ynda Mayer, Roz Peters, Deb Schelling,
Becky ThomasSusan TaftJennie Vasarhelyi, Mosie Welch, and Cynthia White.
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The LWVGC took a leap this year and decided to start using Google Suite for Nonprofits, a free
program that gives us access to a collection of apps that atigdrtvise be too expensive for

NPOs. With G Suite, we can simultaneously work on documents together; have one place to go
for all of our historical records; and set up a file system where our documents are secure,
organized and accessible. G Suite provigewith the following:

¥ Google Gmail email hosting (your name or title @lwvgreatercleveland.org) on GoogleOs
servers

¥ 30GB file storage per user (gmail.corersion is 10GB)

¥ Free access to G-Suite. A range of cloud programs for offi@gministration, includig:
¥ Google Drive (for file storage and organization)

¥ Docs (like Microsoft Word)

¥ Slides (like PowerPoint)

¥ Forms (for collecting norconfidential data)

¥ Sheets (like Excel)

¥ Sites (rudimentary website builder for creating wikis or very simple web pages)

¥ Hangouts (video conferencing/screen sharing collaboration on any déwioeputer,
phone, tabléd with up to 25 use)s

¥ Calendar (scheduling and collaboration)
¥ Google Analytics (tracking of visitors taur site and their behavior while there)
¥ And some features aNable ONLY to Google for Nonprofits members, like:

¥ YouTube for Nonprofits (can raise funds by adding links and putting donation card
buttons on our YouTube videos)

¥ OneToday (donation campaigns with NO processing fees)

¥ Google Ad Grants (Run text ads on Google Search results witkind advertising
budget every montBup to $10,000 in kid monthly)

Theseare just some of the capabilities, we now need to learn how to make use of them. If anyone
in our membership, or someone you might know, would like to help us with G Suite, the

LWVGC would appreciate angssistance itan get with this mject. The most important reason

for utilizing this platform was that it this all gives the LWVGC control over its data, and it

allows for continuity as board members move on or off the board without losing the institutional
history.

Report by Audrey Mois, LWV-GC VicePresident
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LWVGC Board of Directors Organizational Email Addresses for 20182019:

Officers:

president@lwvgreatercleveland.org

co-president@lwvgreatercleveland.org

vicepresident@lwvgreatercleveland.org

secretary(@lwvgreatercleveland.org

treasurer@lwvgreatercleveland.org

patricia.carter@lwvereatercleveland.org

Elected Directors:

membership@lwvgreatercleveland.org

outreach@lwvgreatercleveland.org

programdirector@lwvgreatercleveland.org

chapterliaison@lwvgreatercleveland.org

advocacydirector@lwvgreatercleveland.org

development@]lwvgreatercleveland.org

Appointed Directors:

mlddirector@lwvgreatercleveland.org

lorrico@lwvgreatercleveland.org

clacroix@lwvgreatercleveland.org

Chapter Chairs:

bayvillage@lwvgreatercleveland.org

cleveland@lwvgereatercleveland.org

heights@lwvereatercleveland.org

eastcleveland@lwvgreatercleveland.org

fairviewpark@lwvgreatercleveland.org

hillcrest@lwvgreatercleveland.org

lakewood@lwvgreatercleveland.org

rockyriver@lwvgreatercleveland.org

shakerheights@lwvgreatercleveland.org

Susan Murnane
Audrey Morris
Lori Thorrat
Nancy Dietrich
Janet Kershaw

Patricia Carter (Voter Service)

Lisa Cech

Jane Blackie
Michael Baron
Roz Peters
Becky Thomas
Catherine Ryan

Susan Troia
Lauren Orrico

Catherine LaCroix

Claire Kranz Banasiak

Leigh Tucker

Maryann Barnes

Billie Levert-Hill and Bennanaye Brooks
Nikki Salulpo

Roz Peters and Jean Gianelos

Lori Thorrat and Catherine Ryan

Judith Weiss

Laura Creed and Mary LaVigne-Butler

westlake&northolmsted@lwvgreatercleveland.org Carol Koscienly and Jean Seasholtz
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Advocacy

This was the fifth year for an advocacy position on Board. Our advocacy alerts, informing
members about action they could take to support LWV positions, have engendered continued
support from Greater Cleveland members. I also have shared notes from monthly LWVO
conference calls which focus on lobbying efforts and recent legislation pending in Columbus,
especially redistricting efforts. Most of our effort since fall has been on the petition drive, so
most of this information has come from the Fair Districts site and our chair(s) and Facebook
posts in the Cleveland area.

The newsletter states:

Advocacy is an important part of the LWV mission statement. We can support the local, state
and national LWV by advocating for our well-informed public policy positions. The public
needs the League's fact-based approach to advocacy on issues ranging from environmental
protection to government procedures.

Since last fall I have sent out alerts or information on the following topics:

« Fair Elections Redistricting Information (5)

 Volunteer to Contact Purged Voters

 Volunteers for NOVA (3)

« Join Marches in Cleveland and D.C.

« Voter Registration online

 Voter Fraud Alert

« Gun Bills to Oppose (3)

 Health Care (2)

« Disabilities Rights Campaign

- Plastic Bag Legislation

« Fake News Forum Notes

« DACA Legislation and Sit-In

I am please that most alerts have been opened by 39-48% of you and you have acted on them.
We hope to extend this advocacy by visiting legislators’ offices for issues the League cares
about. We particularly need someone from the Cleveland area to join the Great Lakes LWV
coalition. LWVO is also in need of lobbyists for statewide issues. This job can be done from
home. If you are interested in this work please get in touch with me.

Becky Thomas
Advocacy Chair
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Funding and Development

The annual Fall Education Fund Appé&ai Greater Cleveland and Chapteras mailed in late
Novemberand there were followap reminders in our membemewsletter.As of 3/31/18, we
havereceived approximatelyd®35 from 100members an8 norrmembers The Endowment
Fund at The Chleeland Foundatioalsoreceived 2029this fiscal year although there was no
specific campaign.

Lisa Cech included with the membership renewal notice a request for donations to our Operating
Fund.As of 3/31/18, ae hundred members contributed $4425 to the operating fund when paying
their anmial dues.

In addition,$11736was raised for the Fair District campaign from 75 donors. $11,156 was sent
to the campaign in Columbus. The rest was used for local campaign materials

In addition to myself, committee members wiktaryann Barned,esley Halm, Joanne Siegla,
Meryl Simon, Mary Warren and Cassie Talefrli€aplin. We will need to expand our committee
as we move into our direct appeal campaigihe Ed fund mailing was accomplished with the
help from the chapters.

Overall, ve werevery pleasedvith our membersO generosity. Hptto-dateprecisefigures |
refer you tathe TreasurerOs report.

Pat Moyer
Funding and Developmenthair
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Investment Committee

The Committee reviewed the Fund Activity Statements for the LWVGC Education Fund and the
LWVGC Education Fund, Cleveland Chapter that is held in@srganization Funds at The
Cleveland Foundation for the period of January 1,728dough December 31, 2010ur Ed

Funds are invested in The Cleveland FoundationOs @i©®RthPoolwhich includes a number

of Vanguard Funddt is alow-costdiversifiedpassive management approach that provides for
reasonablgrowth.

There has been rbstribution of fundaup tothis time in accordance with o8pending Policy
Recommendations previously approved by our Board. We decided tonikbidrawals for three
years to give the funds time to appreciafes of June 30, 2018, the Board may authorize the
distribution of up to 5% annually to support the LWVGC Ed Fund and its programs.

It wasreported:
LWVGCEF Endowment Balance 1/1/2017 39,427.51

Additions 6,864.05
Net Income (Loss) 2,529.08
Fees -322.00
Balance 12/31/2017 48,499.44

Cleveland Chapter

Balance 1/1/2017 23,737.98
Additions 0.00
Net Income (Loss) 3,722.34
Fees -336.00
Balance 12/31/2017 27,460.32

Pat Moyer- Director, Investment Committee

Membership

Current Membership: As of April 24, 2018, we have 481 active members in the Greater
Cleveland League, including 19 honoraryysar members.

Lisa CechMembershipChair
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Outreach

Fair District Initiative : The effort to end gerrymanderifigst, by gathering signatures and,
then, pass Issue Orfeas been the top priority this year. We have used all of our resources:
website, Constant Contact direct email, Facebook, &witbutube and presseleaseto make

fair districts a reality in the State of Ohi@atherine LaCroix has sent the weekiyadl, Sue

Dyke has created a@iup Genius page for volunteers. The eastsabebookpage is the work

of Mike Baron, Sue Dyke, and Catherine LaCrdieather Macalland LizHarmath have

created and maintained a vibt&acebook page for thveestshore&eommunitiesMaryann

Barnes also helped witrarious aspects of the campai@ur copresidents, Marcia Goldberg

and Susan Murnanbkave written and spoken about the topic in many venues in the Cleveland
area.

Website This year, we made adjustmentoto websiteto increasespeed and ensure its
efficiency in handling the traffic it gets, especiallyringelections andhe high points of the
Fair Districts campaign.We are in the process of increasing the security of the Giada
Boyd, Marcia GoldbergChuck McFarland, and Peter Pedibhelp maintain the site.

Voter. We have published fall, winter, and spring editions of the piatér. WendyDeuring
and Anne and Tom Engate theeditors.

Contacts The focughis yearhas beeio, not only,maintain but toexpandour contact lists
Jamie Cure haadded to the media list amieated a new list of contacts at Cuyahoga County
city governmers

E-news We useConstant Contact to send monthinews advocacy updates, special neags

well as the weekly-@ews from Fair Districts. Becky Thomas handles the advocacy
communication. Our success rate on using this tool (measured by how many people open and
click on a link)is aboveaverage for other groups similar to ours.

YouTube: The LWVGC YouTube channel provides access for videos of forums. Mike Baron
works with the videographer to maintain this online archivihefstellaforums that he
organizesan invaluable asset for those who tée@t the forums in person

Social Media With the Fair Districts initiative, our Facebook and Twitter accounts have been
especially active thanks to those mentioned in the first paragraph of this i@perall, Mike

Baron is the backbone of our salanedia campaign and is highly effectateusing it tdfurther

the LeagueOs mission.

Jane Blackie
Outreach Chair
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Program
The focus this year was on Ohio Congressional Redistricting reform and as a result all other areas of
local, state and nationpfogram received less attention.

We had localprogram meetings with West Side Chapters and in Cleveland Heights/University Heights
and Shaker Heights for all East Side Chaptedanuary 20180ur focus on those meetingss on
NationalProgram in advance of the June 2018 LWV National Convention.

We held a variety of public forums this year on a wedeayof subjectsmanycentral to the program of
theLeague of Women Voter3hrough collaboration with other likminded organizations, we are able
to extend our reach to do programming in all areas of Greater ClevElarg.forum was taped and
there now exists a library of public policy forum available to the public

Here isa list of the forums produced by the L\WGC May 2017 through May 2018

May 9, 2017 OEast Side Development: Prospects for Reinventiodteratedby Terry Schwarz,
Director, Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative, Kent State W@ieveland Hts/University HtBuHic
Library

May 16, 2017 "Fracking and the Impact of the Utica Shale on Ohio"
Moderatedby Dan Shingler, Crain's Cleveland BusinggslonCommunity Center

June 14, 2017 "Transportation in Northeast Ohio. Where's the equity?"
Moderatedby GingerChrist, Plain DealetJrban Community School Cleveland OH

July 17, 2017 "Wildlife in Northeast OhioO
Moderatedby Jim McCarty, Plain Dealer, Lakewood Public Library

August 29, 2017 "The Election for Mayor: a discussion about the future of Cleveland"
Moderatedby Leila AtassiCleveland.conCWRU Campus Tink Veale Student Center

September 19, 2017 "Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" ballot issue. A look at both sides
Moderatedoy Jeremy Pelzer, Cleveland.c&ay Village Library

September 25, 2017 "The Ohio Board of Education aka The State School Boawd. ¢&n they help us?
How can wehelp them? Shaker Hts Public Library

September 27, 2017 "Race and infant mortality in Northeast Ohio: why are black babies dying more
and what can be doneO
Moderated by Brie Zeltner, Plain Dealéleveland Hts/University Hts Public Library

October 17, 2017 "Home Rule for NE Ohio Communities. Should it bestrer or weaker?"
moderatd by Tom Beres/WKYETV emeritus Lakewood Public Library

October 26, 2017 "The Nuts and Bolts of Ohio Campaign FinanG€yeland Marshall College of Law

November 16, 2017 "A look at the political crystal ball for 2018"
moderatd by Andrew TobiasCleveland.conParma Snow Brandhibrary
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January 17, 2018 "Is Northeast Ohio a sanctuary region? Laws and policies: Where does our region
stand on immigration?'Cleveland Hts/University HtBublic Library

February 21, 2018 "Opportunity Corridoswill the opportunity be realized?0
Moderated by Steven Litt, Plain Degl&@WRU CampusTinkham Veale Center

March 8, 2018 "Consumer Scams. How to spot, avoid and respondO
Moderated by Teresaikbn-Murray, Plain Dealei.akewood Public Library

March 20, 2018 "Redistricting and Gerrymandering in American and Ohio; the effort to reform how
districts are drawnO Moderated by Rich Exner, Cleveland.com CWRU Siegig Learning
Eastside Facility Beachwood

April 25, 2018 "Single Payer/Universal Healthcare. How does it work? Could it work in the U.S.?0
Moderated by Ginger Christ, Plain Dealer Lakewood Public Library

May 16, 2018 "Women in Politics How to gé more women to run for office in Orib
Moderated by Mary Fitzpatrick, Cleveland.co@ieveland Hts/University Hts Public Library

We areworking on the following future forums
¥®low to reduce Gun Violence in Cleveldpghrts 1 and 2 moderated by Péfeouse, Cleveland.com

¥OOhio Schools forum: a discussion about the issues fael@geiducation this year and beyondO
moderated by Patrick OODonnell Education reporter, Plain Dealer

¥OLiving On: What still must be done to make Cleveland anRtigadly CityO a public policy
discussion about and for seniors moderated by Joanna Connors, Plain Dealer

YOWomenOs Health in Ohin@leratedy Jackie Borqualt, Cleveland.com

We are also workingn a series of forums withe Akron LWV on Voting Rights issues amd a
variety of ideas for the 202000" anniversary of ta LWV

Michael Baron
Program Chair



League of Women Voters Of Greater Cleveland
2017-2018 Committee Reports

Voter Service Report #1

This has been an extraordinary year for voter service by LWVGC. Many new volunteers became
involved collecting petition signaturésr the antigerrymandering effort, which culminated in
statewide Issue 1, a significantpiartisan change in 1@istricting.

During 2017, there were some candidate forum innovatidosims during primaries. Cleveland

Wards 3,4,5,6 and and the Cleveind mayoral racall had them, some esponsored by Alpha Phi

Alpha fraternity, others by a combination of Bkeveland Public LibraryDowntown Residents
Association, Campus District and Downtown Cleveland Alliance. Cleveland Chapter had its first
forumwith a cash bar and hot appetizers at the Hofbrauhaus. This spring, Westlake/N Olmsted and
Fairview Park Chapters had a primary forum for CD#16, with six Democrats and 1 Republican.
There were so many candidates for this open seat, and most of thenolitiesd pnknowns, that

this was a true public service.

There have been active voter registration events along with the March for Our Lives, at local high
schools and at local senior residential facilities. A grant from LWVUS provided stimulus for the
high school registration®eports from the chapters will provide more detail on these activities.

The Brookings Institution, which provides funding for VITA, contacted LWVGC to train VITA
volunteers to register voters.

Maryann Barnes, Patricia Carter and ®edeffrey worked on the revision BE a Voteypopular
with schools, libraries and individuals who register voters and need answers to questions from
registrants.

All the chapters now have table runners which display the LWV logo, and OLeague of Women
Voters of Greater Cleveland.O

We have thousands of Vote411.org bookmarks promoting our popular online voting guide.
Heartfelt thanks to Marcia Goldberg for assuringttwe had Vote411 for the 2017 local elections

and the 2018 primaries, both of which represented considerable challenges. It took nearly a dozen
volunteers to assist contacting candidates and reminding them to participate.

This is the end of my term as ¥o Service chair, but | look forward to continuing to participate in
voter service activities. Thank you to all of the volunteers who keep LWVGC before the
community.

Penny JeffreyCo-Chair
Voter Service Report #2

This has been a very enlightening yEarLWVGC! We have gained a lot of ground in the
communities that we have reached out to whether it was for voter registration or for our Fair District
Petitions signatures to change Gerrymandering in our swing state oM@ty is ours, LWVO
and LWVGC. Do not allow it to be disparaged or underestimated.

Honestly, LWVGC year got off to a roaring start on January 20, 2017 with the WomenOs
March on ClevelandOs Public Square. Viewing the diverse crowd from the top platform of
Cleveland SoldiersO and18a0 Monument reaffirmed solidarity that democracy must survive this
incoming national administration.
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Attendance at the Cleveland Community Police Commission became another priority that has
blossomed into an investigative and researching mindsetxpollred on this point later. July 5
December 19, 2017 Claire Banasiak and Patricia Carter jointly observed and reported on these
public community meetings addressing the current pattern and practice of CPD under investigation
by the U.S. DOJ creating amforced Cleveland Consent Decree. Other members anchembers
attended some of these meetings and provided input during public comment period within these
meetings. The kthamber meeting of November 21, 2017 called by Federal Judge Oliver Jr.
requestig reports from the Monitoring Team, DOJ, and OPS indicated the lack of compliance to
the benchmarks set for the CPD, OPS, and Monitoring Team. The followed bantber meeting
had been requested for updated report due within a iddsehchmark stats on Bember 15, 2017
reported.

The East Cleveland Mayoral Candidate Forum planned by Phyllis B2odds for August
26, 2017 had fair attendance for mayoral candidates running against incumbent. Unfortunately,
Phyllis resigned as chapter chair in January 2@48April 14, 2018 East Cleveland Chapter
meeting unanimously decided for-cbairs and via ballot voted for Dr. Bennanaye Brooks and
Billie Levert-Hill as acting cechairs. Also, new membership includes Regina Smith to the East
Cleveland Chapter from thimeetingWelcome!

National Voter Registration Day, September 26, 2017 on Cleveland State University campus
at Cleveland Marshall Law College was very successful for voter registrations, vote by mail
applications, and online voter validity check.

Voterregistration and Fair District Petition signing on January 20, 2018 in the Tower City
RTA Rotunda was reaffirmation of the WomenOs March the previous year. The LWV Voter
Registration Youth Grant created new energy within our work the east and westGideetdnd.
Voter registration and Fair District Petition signatures have been top priority at planned events on
March 22, 2018 at John Adams High School and Glenville High School. The numbers were low but
relationship building netted larger numbers ofevatgistrations at John Adams with a follow up
student poktraining session/voter registration by the CCBOE and Mrs. Leslie at John Adams. The
Cleveland Institute of Music voter registration on March 23, 2018 allowed mentoring new member
Siobhan Leftwit and leaving the door open for future VR opportunities at CIM. On Mar@827
2018 voter registration efforts at Shaw High was very successful. Our invitation to the Cleveland
Clinic Men Minority Health Fair on April 19, 2018 produced more invitatianedmmunity
nonprofit organizations as we laughed and mingled with other presenters while registering attendee:
and getting signatures on our Fair District Petitions. Thank you Roz and Kristin. Kristen Fragrassi
became a new member through this effort.

Anyone interested in coordinating west side voter registration with Patricia Carter, please
place your complete contact information on signsheet available today.

LWV t-shirts are on sale all year round. The message on them is short but very clear. The
receive a thumbap every time worn. $20.00-8XXL.

Patricia C. CartefCo-Chair
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Bay Village Chapter

Like most chapters we spent the year working to improve Ohio by gathering signatures, educating the
public, and later on supporting Issue 1. In between the signatures and educating Bay Village awarded
good citizenship scholarships to two deserving Bay High School seniors. Then in July we had a very
successful Bay Days, great weather and big crowds. Thanks to all who assisted in our success.

Claire Banasiak

Bay Village Chapter Chair

Cleveland Chapter

2017 was an exceptional election year for the residents of the City of Cleveland. Every member
of the Cleveland City Council faced a challenge for re-election. There were more than 72
candidates running for 17 Council seats in the September 12" primary. The Cleveland mayoral
race also saw a crowded field of 9 candidates plus 2 write-in candidates and the incumbent

Mayor was running for a historic fourth four-year term.

The Cleveland chapter, along with several community partner groups, held 4 Council candidate
forums and a Mayoral candidate forum prior to the primary election in September. The events
were well attended by the community and gave residents the opportunity to discuss issues
directly impacting them.

During the upcoming League year, our chapter will continue to focus on recruitment and
membership engagement. We will also focus on building ongoing relationships and establishing
new community partnerships to develop stronger affiliations and/or relationships between the
chapter and the community it serves. There will also be a minimum of 4 New Member

Information Sessions for prospective new chapter members throughout the neighborhoods during
the 2018-2019 league year.

We look forward to continuing to provide our members with various opportunities to participate
in voter education and advocacy, observing city or county council, or participating in town halls
or other public policy issues.

Here’s to an exciting League year!
Leigh Tucker

Cleveland Chapter Chair
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Cleveland Heights/University Heights Chapter

Issue 1DHeights volunteers did their part to collect signatures and work for the passage of Issue
1. We are proud of Heights residents (not all League members, unfortunately) who were
prodigious signature gatherers. Heights League members Lana Cowell, Sue Dyke, Keith
Eggeman, Robin Koslen, Siobhan Leftwich, Brooke Macnamara, and Carol Spackey each
collected over 100 signatures. Sue Dyke, in addition to her hard work organizing volunteers,
collected over 3,000 signatures.

A fall 2017candidate forum, cosponsored with FutureHeights (a Heights-based nonprofit) and
the City of Cleveland Heights, presented five contested local candidate races. Approximately 200
people attended. The event was videotaped and uploaded to the LWVGC website. Our thanks to
Adele Cohn, who organized the event, and the many volunteers who helped her.

Heights Voter Guideinformation for the fall 2017raceswas uploaded to Vote411 and printed
as an insert in the October issue of the Heights Observer, a local online and printed (monthly)
newspaper published by FutureHeights. We thank Siobhan Leftwich, who put together both the
online information and a final proof for the printed guide.

The HeightsObserver Corpscontinues to attend and report on meetings of Cleveland Heights
and University Heights city councils and the Cleveland Heights-University Heights school and
library boards. Their reports, published in the Heights Observer, provide invaluable insight on
how our local governments operate and awareness of local issues as they develop. Over the past
year the corps included Adele Cohn, Nancy Dietrich, Wendy Deuring, Khaliah Fisher-Grace,
Lillian Houser, Siobhan Leftwich, Katie Solender, and Blanche Valancy. Susie Kaeser, Carol
Gibson, and Anne McFarland have filled in as subs. Cassie Talerico and Maryann Barnes do the
editing.

Engaging young voterddOn March 14, Heights High students participated in the National
School Walkout protesting gun violence. Afterwards, during the school’s lunch periods, nearly
90 of them registered to vote. We thank Hannah Lebovits and Siobhan Leftwich for setting up
and manning the League table. Also registering young voters were Linda Tobin, Maryann
Barnes, and a few non-members and students (who were given membership brochures). Hannah,
who joined League this year, is developing further programs to encourage civic activity among
students at the high school.

Chapter structure B Although 63 members strong, with 14 having joined in the past year, the
chapter’s leadership struggles have impaired its ability to connect with new members. Seeing the
need for a structure to engage both new and old members and develop new leaders, a committee
of five (Blanche Valancy, Siobhan Leftwich, Robin Koslen, Nancy Dietrich, and Maryann
Barnes) met and devised a set of bylaws and a slate for a small Leadership Team and nominating
committee. These proposals will be presented to the chapter membership in June.

Maryann Barnes

Heights Chapter Chair
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Fairview Park Chapter

The Fairview Park chapter started the year participating in a fall community gathering to
publicize non-profits. During this event, we registered voters and collected signatures for the
Fair Districts petitions. We also supported our annual Youth in Government Day, This

year, Fairview Park High School juniors met with the mayor and her administration to participate
in a mock city council meeting. This is the 15th year of our YIG program. Each year itis a
different format, depending on the needs of the Social Studies department. We also participated
in a Forum featuring candidates for the U.S. Congress, District 16. This event was co-sponsored
with the North Olmsted/Westlake Chapter. We also had one meeting in the spring to see
members who had not been active lately. Fairview Park has 7 active members.

Nikki Salupo
Chapter Chair
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Hillcrest Chapter

We held two Candidates Forums in the Fall. The first was South Euclid-Lyndhurst on October
18th with Candidates for City Council and Municipal Judges. Co-Sponsors were South Euclid-
Lyndhurst PTA Council, Friends of the South Euclid-Lyndhurst Library and Heights-Hillcrest-
Lyndhurst Branch of the American Association of University Women. Beachwood Candidates
Forum was October 26th with Candidates for City Council and Board of Education. The Co-
Sponsors were Beachwood PTO, Friends of the Beachwood Library plus the same branch of
AAUW. Atboth Forums we had participation of students from the American Government
classes whose teachers encouraged involvement by giving extra credit. Other student helpers
earned Volunteer Hours toward graduation. Both Forums were videotaped starting with South
Euclid-Lyndhurst High School's Media Services staff/students and then Beachwood High School
staff. ***Every year we focus on collaboration with Co-Sponsors which increases volunteer
support, greater outreach for publicity, additional financial contributions and creates more
community organizations’ cooperation.

Voter Services Activities included: In the Fall we did General Registrations & Giving out/Filling
out Mail-In Ballots at church Fellowship gatherings. We also spoke to AAUW & a Condo
Owners’ Association about a Fall Ballot Issue. We put up LWV Vote signs in 3 communities
which were saved and stored for use this Spring. Again this Spring, one highlight was getting
permission from the city of South Euclid to put one up on their street island property.

This Spring our emphasis was doing High School Voter Registration activities at Jane Adams,
Shaker Hts., Hawken and with special involvement at Shaw and St. Ignatius. We actually Hand
Delivered the forms to Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.

We happily and with strong interest participated in the Fair Districts-End Gerrymandering
actions -the Petition Drive, Fundraiser, Signs distribution plus Poll Standing for the Primary
Election.

Other General Activities: We counted votes for the very appropriate and important Cleveland
Teachers Union Election. Our members participated in the LWVOhio Planning Meeting. We
helped give LWVGC visibility at the Women’s March again this year plus participated in the
inspiring (Students)March for Our Lives including assisting in setting up a Voter Registration
Table in the

Downtown RTA Rotunda.

We are Very Pleased with our Membership Increase this year! We wish to applaud & shout out a
Special Thank You to All our members who have supported our many activities with financial
donations, time, energy and unique talents. We also send a Warm Welcome to our new members
who we look forward to getting to know.

Jean Gianelos and Roz Peters
Chapter Co-Chairs
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Lakewood Chapter

Lakewood Chapter had an amazing year. We kicked off our year in September with a dinner meeting
at Deagan’s Kitchen in Lakewood. Our speaker, Mr. [sam Zaiem of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR-Ohio) and his guest from CAIR, Leen Midani, talked about discrimination and
barriers to cultural understanding that affect the Muslim community in Greater Cleveland. To break
down barriers, CAIR and the West Shore Unitarian-Universalist Church sponsor Tea Time for Peace,
gatherings that bring Muslims and non-Muslims together in small groups to learn about each other’s
religion and culture. Tea Time for Peace is run on the “World Café” model, a methodology that
promotes communication, understanding, and empathy through small-group conversations. This
concept so intrigued several of our members that they later attended a “World Café” training session
sponsored by the West Shore Unitarian-Universalist Church. We hope to use this training for a future
event.

Then, in October, at our first meeting in our new home, the Education Room of the Lakewood O'Neill
Healthcare assisted living facility, we welcomed several of the new members who joined our chapter
over the summer.

In November, our Centennial Committee produced an event celebrating the 100™ anniversary of
Lakewood women receiving the right to vote on municipal issues in 1917—three years before final
ratification of the U.S. Constitution's 19" Amendment, which granted women the right to vote
nationally. The committee was chaired by Pam Smith and Mary Osburn, Kathy Kosiorek wrote the
script for the skit, and several of the rest of us performed as actors. As a result, we again welcomed
new chapter members, this time four.

In February, two of our new members invited four of their friends to attend our chapter meeting.
Shortly thereafter, we were once again welcoming two new members. Our Picnic Committee is
arranging a picnic for August 25 so that we can better get to know each other; there are a lot of new
faces.

Oh, yes. Between welcoming new members, we did perform our League duties and had some fun,
too.

In September, we again partnered with the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce to present a Candidates
Forum in the Lakewood City Hall auditorium. We also hosted a candidate meet-and-greet at O’Neill
Healthcare. In December, we attended a delicious catered dinner at Lakewood's Marine Towers,
hosted by Linda Beebe. And, as a result of our surge of new energy, we have started to fulfill Mary
Warren's dream: reviving the Lakewood Chapter's Observers Corp. Fielding a crew of petition
passers for the League-sponsored Fair Districts campaign and forming a corps of voter registration
enthusiasts have rounded out our efforts.

At our annual meeting, scheduled for May 8, we will enjoy a catered dinner, listen to a speaker, and
vote on the slate of officers presented by our Nominating Committee, whose task was complicated
this year by our chapter's having at least four members who either hold an elected office or are
campaigning for one in the coming year.

Janis Ford and Lori Thorrat, Chapter Co-Chairs
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Rocky River Chapter

The Rocky River Chapter has been working hard since last spring on Redistricting Reform, first
to gather signatures on petitions, and now to see that Issue 1 passes. We maintained a staging
location for several months at West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, collected signatures at
River Days in July, fall Art Festival, outside the Prayers from Maria wine-tasting event, and
several RR outdoor concerts.

Judith Weiss gave a talk on the Fair Districts=Fair Elections proposal at our Candidates Night
event in September, which was well attended, even though there were only a few local contested
seats.

Since the endorsement of Issue 1, we have spoken in favor of the issue at various club meetings,
mostly of local Democratic clubs.

We will have our Annual Dinner Meeting on May 17. Our main speaker will be Lakewood HS
Junior Izzie Bryson, who organized 50 of her fellow students to attend the March for Our Lives
in Washington, DC on March 24. She will talk about student activism against gun violence—
how she founded an activist organization at her school, what they are planning for continuing
efforts, and how the League can get involved to help.

Judith Weiss
Chapter Chair
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Shaker Heights Chapter

A priority was to reestablish a structure of standing committees with specific responsibilities to
more proactively and efficiently plan, manage and coordinate Chapter programs, projects and
events. Board members volunteered to chair and participate on committees with each committee
reporting its progress and suggestions to the Board. The Board hosted a new member reception
to inform the membership about Chapter activities and opportunities for participation to
encourage and invite members to “pick their passion” for service.

The Chapter was supportive of the Fair District Petition effort and encouraged members to
circulate petitions at all League and Shaker events and actively supported Issue 1. We have a
very active voter registration effort at all Shaker high schools, League and Shaker events and
recently expanded to Shaker Square.

The Chapter’s Legacy Fellowship Scholarship Award has evolved to become the Legacy Intern
Program. Students from all Shaker high schools are invited to apply for an internship to work
with the Chapter during the school year and receive a $1,000 intern award. Our first two interns,
Ose Arheghan, 2016-17 Shaker Heights High School, and Sophia Gumbs, 2017-18 Laurel
School, are remarkable young women. They participated as appointed Board members and
assisted with Chapter activities. They not only lowered the average age of the Board, but more
significantly raised some valuable insights and perspectives from the other side of the
generational divide. The Board also voted to offer student memberships to several other
impressive intern applicants paid through the co-chair’s discretionary fund.

In 2018, a very generous $5,000 anonymous donation to the Legacy Fellowship Fund
invigorated the Chapter’s fundraising efforts to keep the fund solvent in support of the Legacy
Intern program. The Legacy Fellowship Committee organized a Wine and Food Pairing benefit
in April as an incentive to match the $5,000 gift.

The Shaker Heights Public Library Board requested a levy increase from 4.0 to 5.19 mills on the
May 8, 2018 ballot. As we have done with the other levy issues, an ad hoc Library Levy
Evaluation Committee judiciously evaluated the levy request including consideration of the
positions in opposition to the levy by the Mayor and a well-organized Citizen Committee. The
Levy Committee’s Report, based upon 20 interviews, review of 39 relevant documents and
substantive deliberations, was reviewed by the Board which voted to endorse and support the
levy and the report was posted on our website.

The Chapter has an active observer corp which observes local government meetings and
publishes the reports in The Voter. In September we hosted a forum for candidates for Shaker
Council, School Board and Municipal Court. In January we hosted a forum of representatives of
the three taxing bodies in the city, council, school and library boards. In March we hosted
Mayor Leiken’s final State of the City Address. In April the Board hosted what has become an
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annual Public Officials Reception to meet our elected and appointed public officials and thank
them for their service.

Lynn McClelland and Holly Wang

Chapter Co-Chairs
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Westlake/North Olmsted Chapters

This has been a busy year for our chapter as indicated below:
July 31%: Voter Service Planning Meeting
August 22" New and Prospective Member Social and Light Supper at Porter Library

September19th: Community meeting regarding Westlake Issue 2 at Porter Library: Presenters:
Members of the Issue 2 Committee and local officials (requested by the Community Ctr. and
City Council)

September 28: North Olmsted Candidates Night at North Olmsted Library

October 2nd: Westlake Candidates Night at Porter Library

October 17": Postcard writing meeting at Porter Library

November 11™: Program on public education co-sponsored with AAUW at Porter Library
November 21*: Postcard writing meeting at Porter Library

December 10™: Annual Christmas Potluck at Carole’s house

March 6™ Movie Night: Iron Jawed Angels at Jean’s house

March 22™: Chapter meeting at Porter Library: Speaker: Nadia Zaiem: Topic: Immigration
Issues

April 18": Candidates Night: Congressional District 16™ at North Olmsted Library, co-chaired
with the Fairview Park Chapter

May 1*: Chapter meeting at North Olmsted Library: Speaker: Elaine Marsh: Topic: Update on
the status of the Cuyahoga River and related issues

June 5™ Chapter Annual meeting at Arrabiata , Speaker: Dr. Beth Nagy: Topic: Evicted

From February 28" through April: the chapter provided more than a dozen voter registration and
absentee ballot request services at various events , primarily in North Olmsted, under the
leadership of Marilyn Ransom and Janice Patterson, with help from our chapter volunteers

Carole Koscielny and Jean Seasholtz
Chapter Co-Chairs



Thank You to Our Donors

Your generous donations to the Operating Fund, Education Fund and the Endowment Fund at The Cleveland
Foundation will help to secure its future to reach across northeast Ohio region for voter education, public policy
forums and advocacy. The following is from 1/1/2017 through 3/31/2018. Please excuse any omissions or errors.

Joann Adler

Susan Alcorn
Richard Anderson
Teresa Andreani
Paula Barker
Maryann Barnes
Anne Batzell
Eileen Beal

Pam Beck

David Bergholz
Janet Blackie
Barbara Bradley
Ellen Brown

Ken & Polly Burns
Lois Cameron
Bonnie Caplan
Mary Jane Cariens
Patricia Carter
Katharine Chapman
Dorothy Cibula
Adele Cohn

Anda Cook

Lana Cowell

Lisa Cremer

Lois Davis

Dayton Foundation
Audrey DeClement
Nancy Dietrich
Sarah Divakarla
Elizabeth Dreben
Jeffrey Duber

Sue Dyke

Barbara Ebright
Elva Edger
Kristine Eggert
Anne Engel

Ketti Finneran
Deanna Fisher
Janis Ford

Julie Frazier
Friends of the Beachwood
Library

William Fulton
Katherine Funker
Kristin Gallagher

Barbara Garrett
Jean Gianelos
Gail Gibson

Carol Gibson
Carol Gobel
Jackie Godic
Ronald W. Grant
Fiona Green
Lalana Green
Dorothy Greenslade
Andrea Kanter Grodin
Lois Gross

Judith Gunter
Barbara Guy
Lesley Hahn
Barbara Hawkins
Meghan Hays
Kathleen Hickman
Sandy Holmes
Kate Howley

Eva Hurst
Elizabeth Jackson-
D'Ambrosi

Carol Jacobs

Gale & Jim Jacobsohn
Penny Jeffrey
Linda Johnson
Kathy Jones

Susan Kaeser
Honorable Diane
Karpinski

Janet Kershaw
Carole Koscielny
Kathy Kosiorek
Linda Lalley
Mary LaVigne-Butler
Marylyn Leach
Siobhan Leftwich
Linda Lehman
Marcia Levine
Pearl Ling

Linda Lissauer
Fred Livingstone
Carol and Gilbert
Lowenthal

Judith Malone
Holly Martens
Nancy Martt

Cindy Marx

Lynda Mayer

Lynn McClelland
Anne McFarland
Bernice McGovern
Marilyn McLaughlin
Joseph Milgram
Kurt Miller

Robert Mitchell
Claire Moore

Amy Morgenstern
Audrey Morris
Charlene Morse
Patricia Moyer
Mary Mundzak
Susan Murnane
Margaret Murphy
Louisa Oliver
Susan Otto

Susan Pardee

Zack & Debby Paris
Janice Patterson
Roz Peters

Felice Pierce
Donalene Poduska
Dorothea Polster
Daniel Postotnik
Mary Powell

Diana Ramirez
Susan Ratner

Jean Robejsek
Barbara Robinson
Jodi Rogoff
Lauryn Ronis
Laurel Schauer Rowen
George Ryan

Betsy Sampliner
Toni Scherzer
Deborah Schnelling
Gail Schoenbeck
Geraldine Schreibman
Margot Schulz

Jean & Richard Seasholtz
Annette Segall
Julianna Senturia
Jane Buder Shapiro
Jeanne Shatten
Robert Shepard

Leah Sieck

Joanne Siegla

Meryl Simon

Kathy Smachlo
Nancy King Smith
Pam & Tom Smith
Elizabeth Solender &
Gary Scott

Katie Solender
Barbara Sones
Belinda St. Leger
Susan Stechschulte
Judith Stenta

Terry Stoller

Lael Stone

Cynthia Straffon
Carolyn Sugiuchi
Annette Tucker Sutherland
Sarah Swanson
Cassandra Talerico-
Kaplin

Grennetta Taylor
David Taylor

Becky Thomas
Linda Tobin

Susan Troia

Blanche & Jack Valancy
Holly Wang

Mary Warren

Meg Weingart
Cheryl Weinstein
Elizabeth Welch
Allen Wilkinson
Anne Williams
Barbara Williams
Diana Woodbridge
Katharyn Woodbridge
Kathy Woolner

Kal Zucker
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